as it was given through an intermediary [namely, Moses] so we 
have to follow the custom of having an intermediary [so that the 
same person may not both read from the Torah and translate].” 


[I] R. Judah bar Pazzi went in and treated the matter as a question: 
“<The Lord spoke with you face to face at the mountain while I 
stood between the Lord and you at that time, to declare to you the 
word of the Lord” (Deut. 5:4- 5). 


[J] R. Haggai said R. Samuel bar R. Isaac went into a synagogue. He 
saw a teacher [reading from] a translation spread out, presenting 
the materials from the book. He said to him, “It is for bidden to do 
it that way. Things which were stated orally must be presented 
orally. Things which were stated in writing must be presented in 
writing.” 


[K] R. Haggai in the name of R. Samuel bar Nahman: “Some 
teachings were stated orally, and some teachings were stated in 
writing, and we do not know which of the two is more 
precious. 


[L] “But on the basis of that which is written, ‘And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Write these words; in accordance with these words I 
have made a covenant with you and with Israel” (Ex. 34:27), 
that is to say that the ones which are handed on orally are more 
precious.” 


[M] R. Yohanan and R. Judah b. R. Simeon — one said, “[The 
meaning of the verse is this:] ‘If you have kept what is 
handed on orally and if you have kept what is handed on in 
writing, then I shall make a covenant with you, and if not, I 
shall not make a covenant with you.” 


[N] The other one said, “If you have kept what is handed on 
orally, and if you have kept what is handed on in writing, 
then you will receive a reward, and if not, you will not 
receive a reward.” 


[O] [With reference to the following verse: “And the Lord 
gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger 
of God; and on them were all the words which the Lord 
had spoken with you on the mountain, out of the midst 
of the fire on the day of the assembly’ (Deut. 9:10),] 
said R. Joshua b. Levi, “[It is written,] ‘on them,’ ‘and 
on them,’ ‘words,’ ‘the words,’ ‘all,’ ‘with all.’ [These 
additional usages serve what purpose? ] 


